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AMENDMENT 

Amcfidimeiits In the Claims; 

Please amend the claims as follows (complete listing of claims with markups according to 
Revised Format): 




1 . (currently amended) A method of performing a lese^irch task within a searchable database 

comprising the steps of: 

a. utilizing a 5 e l e ctiv e- on e-o r - m o i ' & snai ' ch mefeodi;il o gi e yiticluding k e yw or d s e a r ch; 
lii e rai - cMcal - j^caieh. dt c h o t o m o ujs - kev search, and param etri c - search search module 
to correlate a search criteria to a searchable database for generating one or more 
matching items, wherein each matcliing item corresponds to a segment of tlie 
searchable databas e, further wherein the search module includes a keyword search 
capability, a hierarchical search capability, a dichotomous kev search capability, 
and a parametric search canabilitv: 
b- utilizing a sclc e live o ne or mure ^s e arcl^ Mi c thudol o g ic s - ii^cludiiig k e yword scaicli, 
hi ct ar chi c gJ - s e arch, dich o t o m o us k e v s e arch: - and - Daram c ti ' ic s e arch the search 
module to correlate a subsequent search criteria to one of the matching items for 
generating one or more subsequent matching items, wherein each subsequent 
matching item is a sub-segment of the matching item used to generate the 
subsequent matching item, and further wherein the subsequent search criteria is a 
selective one of the search criteria and a different search criteria; and 
c. repeating step (fa) until the research task is completed. 



2. (original) The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein when the utilized search methodology is 
the keyword search^ the search criteria is one or more keywords input by a user, 

3. (original) The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein when the utilized search methodology is 
the hierarchical search,, the search criteria is a selected one of a list of one or more directory 
items. 
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4. (original) The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein when tlie utilized search metiiodology is 
tlie dichotomoLis key, the search criteria is a selected one of two binary items. 

5. (original) The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein when tlie ulilixed search methodology is 
the parametric search, the search criteria is one or more set parameters^, and further wherein tlie 
parameters are set by a user, 

6. (original) The metliod as claimed in claim 1 wherein the searchable database is distributed 
into more than one physical location. 

7. (original) The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the steps of utilirdng the search 
rnetliodologics arc performed by a server. 

8. (original) The method as claimed in claim 7 further comprising the step of establishing an 
internet connection with the server to utilize the search methodologies. 

9. (original) The method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the internet connection is established 
witli a computer system at a remote location from the server. 

10. (original) The method as claimed in claim 1 whereui tlie searchable database is formatted in 
a directory tree structure, and further wherein the directory tree structure includes nodes 
comprising a collection of related data and branches comprising links between the nodes, 

1 1. (original) The method as claimed in claim 10 wherein the collection of related dala for a 
particular node is displayed in an encyclopedia-like format, wherein the cncycIopedia-llke format 
includes text, graphics^ and links lo related topics. 

12. (original) Tlie method as claimed in claim 10 further comprising the step of maintaining the 
node by appropriately adding and deleting data to and from the node, 

13. (original) The method as claimed in claim 12 wherein the step of maintaining the node is 
perJbrmed by a node owner who maintains the corresponding node and all nodes that are linked 
beneath the corresponding node within the directory tree structure. 

«^ 
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14. (c"urrently amended) A research system for pcrlonning a irscarch task within a searchable 
database comprising: 

a. means for accessing the searchable database; and 

b, means for utilizing a sd c c t iv cr on cTr riMm 'e- s e m ' d r m el Jj o d o l o gie5 ineludliig, 
kcywcii ' d scarcli^ hicrjucliliual &CAi ' ck^ dich o t o m o us - kcy &cai ' clL> and pai ' amctric 
aiCAicli search module coupled to the means for accessing to correlate a search 
criteria to the searchable database for generating one or more matching items, 
wherein each matcliing item corresponds to a segment of tlie searchable database^ 
furtlier wherein the search module includes a keyword search capability, a 
hierarchical search capability^ a dichotomoiLS key search capability, and a 
parametric search capability , 

15. (original) The research system as claimed in claim 14 wherein when the utilized search 
methodology is the keyword search, the search criteria is one or more keywords input by a u*5er. 

1 6. (original) The research system as claimed in claim 14 wherein when the utilized search 
methodology is the hierarchical search, the search criteria is a selected one of a list of one or 
more directory items- 

1 7. (original) Tlie research system as claimed in claim 14 wherein when the ulilized search 
methodology is the dichotomous key search, the search criteria is a selected one of two binary 
items. 

1 8. (original) The research system as claimed in claim 14 wherein when the utilized search 
methodology is the parametric search, the search criteria is one or more set parameters, and 
further wherein the parameters are set by a user, 

19. (original) The research system as claimed in claim 14 wherein the searchable database is 
distributed into more than one physical location. 

20. (original) The research system as claimed in claim 14 wherein tlie means for utilizing the 
search methodologies is included within a server. 
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21. (original) Tlie research system as claimed m claim 20 further com^ 

establishing an internet connection with the server to utilize tlie search methodologies. 

22. (original) Tlie research system as claimed in claim 21 wherein die internet connection is 
established with a computer system at a remote location Irom the server, 

23. (original) The research system us claimed in claim 14 wherein the searchable database is 
formatted in a directory tree structure, and further wherein the directory tree structure includes 
nodes comprising a collection of related data and branches comprising links between the nodes. 




24. (original) The research system as clain^d in claim 23 wherein the collection of related data 
for a particular node is displayed in an encycIopcdia-Hke format, wherein the encyclopedia-like 
format includes text, graphics, and links to related topics. 



25. (original) The research system as claimed in claim 23 further comprising means for 
maintaining the node by appropriately adding and deleting related data to and from the node. 

26. (original) The research system as claimed in claim 25 wherein maintaining the node is 
performed by a node owner who maintains the correspondmg node and all nodes that are linked 
beneath the corresponding node within the directory tree structure. 

27. (currently amended) A research system for performing a research task within a searchable 
database comprising a research server configured to utilize a sel ec tive o ne or m or e sea r ch 
jii e Lliudolog ic s includnig - k c y vvuid - £; c aL ' i:h, hJa ' ai ' cliical - s&a rc h 7 di c h o t o m o us key .s e arch, an d 
param c ti ' i c- s c ai 'c li search module to correlate a search criteria to the searchable database coupled 
to the research server For generating one or more matching items, wherein each matching item 
corresponds to a segment of the searchable databas e, further wherein the search module includes 
a keyword search capability, a hierarchical search caoabilitv. a dichotomous key search 
capability T and a parametric search capability, to utilize a s e l e ct - iv e o n e o r mo re s e a r ch 
m c th o d o logicjii - i i itluJlug k e yw or d seaicli^ hi e ; jjchical s c a] : ch, d i cljot o m o us - k c y - scaich, and 
param etri c s e airh the_search module to correlate a subsequent search criteria to one of the 
matching items for generating one or more subsequent matching items, wherein each subsequent 
matching item is a sub-segment of the matching item used to generate the subsequent matching 
item, further wherein the subsequent search criteria is a selective one of the search criteria and a 
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different search criteria, and to repeat the utilization of a sckctivi: o ne or ni o i r ^ carc h 

melh c d o l o gi e s including keyw or d ^scit r ch, hi er ar c hical - scarch; dich Q t o m o u s k c y sc ar c h r an d 

p tirm - nelric search the search module to correlate a subsequent search criteria to one of the 

matching items for generating one or more subsequent matching items, wherein each subsequent 

matching item is a sub-segment of tlie matching item used to generate the subsequent matching 

item, further wherein the subsequent search criteria is a selective one of tlie search criteria and a 

different search criteria^ until the research task is completed. 

28. (original) The research system as claimed in claim 27 further comprising an interftice circuit 
coupled to the research server to establish a connection with.a computer system. 

29. (original) The research System as claimed in claim 28 wherein the connection is established 
with the computer system at a remote location from the interface circuit. 

30. (original) Tlie research system as claimed in claim 29 wherein the cormection is established 
with the remote computer system and the interface circuit over the internet to allow users to 
access the research system and to utilize the search methodologies to perlbrm the research task. 

31. (original) The research system as claimed in claim 27 wherein the searchable database is 
distributed into more than one physical location. 

32. (original) The research system us claimed in claim 27 wherein the searchable database is 
formatted in a directory tree structure, and fiirther wherein the directory tree structure includes 
nodes comprising a collection of related data and branches comprising links between the nodes. 

33* (original) The research system as claimed in claim 32 wherein the collection of related data 
for a particular node is displayed in an encyclopedia-like format, wherein the encyclopedia-like 
format includes text, graphics, and links to related topics, 

34. (original) The research system as claimed in claim 32 further comprising a node owner for 
maintaining the node by appropriately adding and deleting related data to and from the node. 
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35. (original) The research system as claimed in claim 34 wherein the node owner maintains the 

corresponding node and all nodes that arc linked beneath tlie corresponding node within the 
directory tree structure. 

36. (original) ITae research system as claimed in claim 32 wherein the subsequent matching 
items fiarthcr comprise links to related nodes external to the segment of the matching item used to 
generate the subsequent matching item. 

37. (currently amended) A network of devices for performing a research task within a 
searchable database comprising: 

a, one or more computer systems configured to communicate with other systems; 
and 

b. a research server configured to couple to the one or more computer systems to 
utilize a s e l e c t iv e on e or m o r e s c arcii - m c thod o l o gi c s - inciudh ig- k e yw o rd scai ' ch , 
hl i^ iaiLliical ■; i r.ai - ch--di<:Lhutomuus kiLv ai^al ' cI^ and parami^tiic sc^ ' cli search module 
to correlate a search criteria to the searchable database coupled to the research 
server for generating one or more matching items, wherein each matching item 
corresponds to a segment of the searchable databas e, further wherein the search 
module includes a keyword search canabilitv, a hierarchical search capability, a 
dichotomous key search capability, and.a pararnetric search_capabilitv, to titilize a 
s e le ct ive o ne o r mo r e search meth o d o l o gies i ncluding keyw or d search, 
h ier arch i cal sea r ch, dicl iotn ni n u5 ' k e y - s e a r ch 7 and - pai ' am e tri c- s e ar c h the search 
module to correlate a subsequent search criteria to one of the matching items for 
generating one or more subsequent matching items, wherein each subsequent 
matching item is a sub-segment of the matching item used to generate the 
subsequent matching item, farther wherein the subsequent search criteria is a 
selective one of the search criteria and a different search criteria, and to repeat the 
utilization of a b c l c ct i v c o n e o r mui c s c ai ' ch m c tliudulogi c ^iiiL.luding k e yw o rd 
s c arch r lii c rar c M c al - ^ e arcl ir dich o t o m o us - k c y ^c ar c h r and - paL ' am c ^ ^ scai ' ch the 
search module to correlate a subsequent search criteria to one of the matching 
items for generating one or more subsequent matching items^ wherein each 
subsequent matciiing item is a sub-segment of the matching item used to generate 
the subsequent matching item, further wherein the subsequent search criteria is a 
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selective one of the search criteria and a different search criteria, until tlie research 

task 1$ completed. 

38. (original) The network of devices as claimed in claim 37 wherein the one or more computer 
systems and tlie research server are coupled together over the internet to allow users to access tlic 
research system and to utilize tlie search meOiodologies to perform the research task. 

39. (original) The network of devices as claimed in claim 38 wherein the searchable database is 
distributed into more than one physical location. 

40. (original) The network of devices as claimed in claim 39 wherein the searchable database is 
fomiatled in a directory tree slructure, and further wherein the directory tree structure includes 
node$ comprising related data and branches comprising links between the nodes. 

41. (currently amended) Ametliodofperformingaresearch task within a searchable database 
comprising the steps of: 

a. performing one or more searches by utilizing a sel e c ti ve un e more 5&ai - ch 
mcthoclologics foi c jdi iCAi ' ch, the sea r ch meth od o log^ ' ^^ including keyw ord 
.se^dL, liAcrax ' cincal scardij dlchtJjtomoTis key sear c h r and pai - amet i c ss e a r ch se^ch 
module, the search module including a kevword search capability, a hierarchical 
search capability, a dichotomous key search capability, and aparametric_search 
capability, to correlate a search criteria to a searchable database for generating one 
or more matching items, wherein the searchable database is formatted in a 
directory tree structure and each matching item represents a node from within the 
directory tree structure, wherein the node is a collection of related data, and 
further wherein as each successive search is performed the generated matching 
items represent nodes which reside fiorther down the directory tree structure tlian 
the node from which the successive search is performed; 

b, categorizing each item of data by a navigation path through the directory tree 
structure and by one or more parameters which are specific to the node in which 
the data is included; 

c- accessing a specific node within the directory tree structure using a query strings 
wherein the query string defmes the navigation path through die directory tree 
structure to access the specific node within the directory tree structure; 
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accessing a discrete item of data u$ing the query string and one or more set 

parameters and setting a notification signal by saving the query string and tlie one 

or more set parameters; 

notifying a user of new data entered into the scarclmble database in response to 
triggering of the notification signal^ wherein triggering of the notification signal 
occurs wlien new data is entered into the searchable database and the navigation 
path and set parameters of the new data match the query string and set parameters 
saved according to the set notification signal; 

acccsssing one or more nodes within the dhxctoiy tree structure and obtaining data 
from the one or more nodes by an external system utilizing an applications 
programming interfiice, wherein the applications programming interface accesses 
the one or more nodes within the directory tree structure using the query string; 
and 

displaying the collection of related data for a particular node in an encyclopedia- 
h'ke format, wherein the encyclopedia-like format includes text, graphics, links to 
related topics witiiin the directory tree structure, links to related web sites external 
to the directory tree structure, or any combination thereof. 

42. (currently amended) A method of performing a research task within a searchable databa.se 
comprising the steps of: 

a. utilizmg a s e l e c t iv e o n e or m o r e s e ar c h ' melh o d c loglc& mcludin g- kcyword - ^ c arcb, 
h i e r arelii e al - SLAi ' di. dIdiQtomousk c T - s c arch r and - paiaia c tiiL s e ^ Ji search module 
to correlate a search criteria to the searchable database for generating one or more 
matching items, wherein each matching item corresponds to a segment of tiie 
searchable database . ,ftirther_wherdn the search module includes a keyword search 
capability, a hierarchical search.capabilitv. a dichotomous key search capability, 
aiid a parametric search capability: 

b. utilizing a selective one or m o r e- search met h o d o l o gi e s in c luding - kcy vvoid scaich, 
h icr arch i cal - A e ardi r di c hotomous kev scarch r and -D ara m clric s e a r ch the search 
module to correlate a subsequent search criteria to one of the matching items For 
generating one or more subsequent matching items, wherein each subsequent 
matching item is a sub-segment of the segment of the searchable database, and 
further wherein the subsequent search criteria is a selective one of the search 
criteria and a different search criteria; 
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c. selecting one of the subsequent mcitching items; and 

d. displaying a collection oFrelated data corresponding to the selected subsequent 
matching item into an encyclopedia-like format, wherein the encyclopedia-like 
format includes text, graphics, and links to related objects. 

43. (currently amended) A method of perfonning a research task within a searchable database 
comprising the steps oi^ 

a. performing one or more searches by utilising a s c l e ctiv c T>nt: or more scai ' di 
mctliodoiogics for lUicU :^a r ch, th e s e arch - methodol o gies iiidudiiig k e yw ord 
seai ' eh, hlcraithical search, dich oto mous key scAi ' clu - and -p arain ct i -i c s e a r ch search 
module, the search module including a keyword search capability- a hierarchical 
search canabilitv, a dichotomous key search ca-pability, and a pammetric search 
caoabilitv, to correlate a search criteria to tlie searchable database for generating 
one or more matching itcms^, wherein the searchable database is formatted in a 
directory tree structure and each matching item represents a node from within the 
directory tree structure^ wherein the node is a collection of related data, and 
further wherein as each successive search is performed the generated matching 
items represent nodes which reside further down the directory tree structure tliau 
the node from which the successive search i$ performed; 

b. categorizing each item of data by a navi gation path through the directory tree 
structure and by one or more parameters which arc specific to the node in which 
tlie data is mcluded; and 

c. accessmg a specific node within the directory tree structure using a query string, 
wherein the query string defines the navigation path througli the directory tree 
structure to access the specific node within the directory tree structure. 

44. (original) Tlie method as claimed in claim 43 liirther comprising the steps of: 

a. accessing a discrete item of data using the query string and one or more set 
parameters and setting a notification signal by saving the query string and the one 
or more set parameters; and 

b. notifying a user of new data entered into the searchable database in response to 
triggering of the notification signal, wherein triggering of the notification signal 
occurs when new data is entered into the searchable database and the navigation 
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path and set parameters of the new data match the query string and set parameters 

<«ived according to the set notification signal . 

45. (original) llic method as claimed in claim 43 further comprising the step of accessing one or 
more nodes within the directory tree structure and obtaining data from the one or more nodes by 
an external system utilizing an applications programming interface, wherein the applications 
programming interface accesses the one or more nodes within the directory tree structure using 
the query string. 

46. (original) The method as claimed in claim 43 further comprising the step of displaying the 
collection of related data for a particular node in an encyclopedia-like format, wherein the 
encyclopedia-like format includes text, graphics, links to related topics within the directory tree 
^tructure, links to related web sites external to the directory tree structure, or any combination 
thereof. 

47. (currently amended) A metliod of performing a research task witliin a searchable database 
comprising tlie steps of: 

a. performing one or more searches by utili^ng a s c l c c t iv c-o n c-o rm o rc scai ' ch 
melh o d o l o gi c s f or each ;i>earch, th e search mctii o d o l og i cs- iiic lt iding key woi J 
search, hi er a r chical search r di c h o t o m m g key aeai ' clt. and Dafa o i e tri e- j!it:arch search 
module, the search module including a keyword search capability, a hierarchical 
search capability, a dichotomous key search capability, and a parametric search 
canability , to correlate a search criteria to the searchable database for generating 
one or more matching items, whereui the searchable database is formatted in a 
directory tree structure and each matching item represents a node from within the 
directory tree structure, wherein the node is a collection of related data, and 
ftuther wherein as each successive search is performed the generated matching 
items represent nodes which reside further down the directory tree structure tlian 
the node from which tlie successive search is performed; 

b. categorizmg each item of data by a navigation path through the directory tree 
structure and by one or more parameters wliich are specific to the node in which 
the data is included; and 

c. accessing one or more nodes within the directory tree structure and obtaining data 
from the one or more nodes by an external system utilizing an applications 
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prograniTning interfiice, wherein the applications programming interface accesses 

the one or more nodes within the directory tree structure using a query string, 

wherein tlie query string defines tlie navigation path through tlie directory tree 

structure to access the specific node within the directory tree structure. 

The method as claimed in claim 47 fiirthcr comprising the steps of: 
accessing a discrete item of data using tlie query string and one or more set 
parameters and setting a notification signal by $aving die query string and ttic one 
or more set parameters; and 

notifying a user of new data entered into the searchable database in response to 
triggering of the notification signal, wherein triggering of the notification signal 
occurs when new data is entered into the searchable database and tlie navigation 
path and set parameters of the new data match ihe query string and set parameters '■ 
saved according to the set notification signal, 

49. (original) Tlie method as claimed in claim 47 fijrthcr comprising the step of displaying the 
collection of related data for a particular node in an encyclopedia-like format, wherein the 
encyclopedia-like format includes text, graphics, links to related topics \vitliin the directory tree 
structiu-e, links to related web sites external to the directory tree structure, or any combination 
thereof. 
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